Successful case with hemophagocytic syndrome after living donor liver transplantation.
Hemophagocytic syndrome (HPS) is a rare but serious complication that is associated with hypercytokinemia caused by activated T lymphocytes and macrophages in immunologically compromised patients. Living donor liver transplantation (LDLT) between adults has been performed to compensate for the shortage of available organs. There have been some reports of HPS after LDLT but its prognosis is disappointingly poor. Herein, we report a case of HPS in a 53-year-old woman who underwent LDLT using a left lobe graft. HPS was diagnosed on postoperative day 6 and successfully treated with a steroid pulse. HPS is a fatal complication in immunologically compromised patients but its early diagnosis and appropriate treatment can lead to an improved outcome.